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Welcome to our second newsletter!  We’re aiming for monthly 
issues with YFJ updates, committee developments, action items 
and other news.  This month we’re introducing a few fun items: an 
“Ask an Activist” column dedicated to reader questions about 
organizing strategies and challenges; a “Tip of the Month” where 
we - you guessed it - share activist tips; a quote of the month; and 
our brand new logo, pictured above.    

Please write in with some questions for our columns and tips of 
your own: yorktownforjustice@gmail.com  (Subject: newsletter). 
Feel free to e-mail us about other stuff too - articles, cool pictures, 
open letters/letters to the editor, and whatever else you think other 
Yorktowners should see! Input and feedback is always welcome 
(along with newcomers, and help). One more thing—we want to 
spotlight a local community activist in each issue, so nominate 
someone or send us a bio. Self nominations welcome :) 

Love, hope and justice, 
xo Rachel and Marisa  
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Merch Pre-Orders 

Exciting news! We’re accepting 
pre-orders for Yorktown for Justice 
lawn signs, t-shirts, sweatshirts, tote 
bags, masks and custom items.  Be 
on the lookout for a mock up that 
will be posted to FB and IG.  Write 
us for more info on pricing and 
orders.  All profits will go to 
f u n d r a i s i n g f o r Y F J .
(YorktownForJustice@gmail.com, 
subject: merch) 

Tip of the Month  

You’re running a marathon, not a 
sprint, and you’re not alone. Not to 
say you shouldn’t  organize quickly 
and work hard when there’s 
w i d e s p rea d s u p p o rt f o r a n 
important cause, or that you 
shouldn’t work hard and shoulder 
responsibility—but social justice is a 
longterm goal and collaborative 
effort with a cumulative effect; it’s 
not the result of short-term rapid 
pacing or fighting with all of your 
relatives on Facebook whenever 
they post something obnoxious. 
Set a modest goal (let’s get this 
petition out!) that moves you 
forward a little. Meet that goal and 
adjust the post as needed. And 
make sure to give yourself the 
satisfaction of seeing your efforts 
come to fruition in other areas of 
your life—it’ll go a long way! 

Quote of the Month  

In honor of John Lewis and his many 
contributions to the civil r ights 
movements in the US, and our new 
movement in Yorktown: 

“We all live in the same house.”
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YFJ School District Support 

Our committee strives to serve as a central organizing body to strengthen 
and unite all Yorktown and Lakeland school-based advocacy. Below are 
some highlights— 

LCSD 

Following last month’s student led march to the Lakeland Administrative 
Building in Shrub Oak, Lakeland Alumni and Students (Lakeland For 
Justice) have called for comprehensive district reform to promote diversity 
in hiring and retention practices, teacher training, and curricula 
enhancements.  Recently, the alumni met with new Superintendent 
Brendan Lyons to discuss their objectives and begin collaborations.  

YCSD 

Yorktown for Racial Justice Student and Alumni Coalition are gathering 
wide community support for immediate action and reform to address 
racial injustices within the district.  Please check out their website, where 
they are asking for community stories and personal narratives about 
discrimination.  Some students and alumni brought their own stories to the 
attention of the Board of Education at a focused meeting on 7/26.  Please 
click on the video link to the left to hear the stories.  Click HERE to visit 
their website and learn more about how to support/get involved. One 
more link! Check out the alumni’s efforts mentioned in LoHud HERE. 

YFJ Community Culture and Arts Outreach   

Our planning committee has created a Go Fund Me to raise money for 
a drive-in screening of the acclaimed documentary “13th” by filmmaker 
Ava Duvernay. This film explores the history of racial inequality in the 
United States’ criminal justice system, and is stunning in its 
comprehensiveness.  This is a great opportunity to bring together a 
diverse group of residents through education and the arts. There will be a 
moderated post-viewing discussion too! Please donate what you can so 
we can set a date by clicking HERE! 

We are in dialogue with Town Clerk Diana Quast, Councilwoman Alice 
Roker, Yorktown Museum Curator Adele Hobby and the Yorktown Heritage 
Preservation Commission about enhancing the museum’s potential and 
accessibility, and updating our town’s historical narrative to redress gaps in 
knowledge, creating a more inclusive and historically accurate picture for 
visitors.  We are also looking forward to being instrumental in the steering 
and development of Yorktown’s new Arts Council to enhance educational 
and artistic opportunities to residents. 

We’re looking forward to planning many cultural events for the 
community (think: Yorktown Multicultural Festivals), as well as contributing 
to the  regular events in town, from the Grange Fair to the annual Y-Town 
Street Festival 

If you have any suggestions or would like to get involved in any of these 
projects, please e-mail us!  
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YCSD BOE meeting 7/26/20 

 

YFJ Task Force  

Our task force is committed to 
community involvement in local town 
government and a ffa i rs .  Our 
representation at town board meetings 
will be on-going; join us! We operate 
from the belief that democracy is a 
process and a practice. Our intention is 
to advocate for all of us— so please tell 
us what justice issues are important to 
you. If you’re interested in joining our 
task force, or other civic engagement 
opportunities, please let us know about 
that too! 

So what has the current Task Force 
been up to? Well, we were guests at a 
Town Board Work Session on 7/27 and 
have formally requested seats on a 
civilian committee, as stakeholders in 
the community, for YPD’s compliance 
on NYS Executive Order 203.  This 
o r d e r m a n d a t e s t h a t p o l i c e 
departments submit improvement 
plans to the state addressing issues in 
policing including use of force policies 
and systemic racial bias.  

Contact Us 

By E-mail: 
YorktownForJustice@gmail.com 

On Facebook:  

Yorktown For Justice  

On Instagram:  

YorktownForJustice 

Wanna build us a website? Please? 

https://ycsd4justice.carrd.co
https://www.lohud.com/story/news/education/2020/07/06/carmel-yorktown-alumni-racial-justice-groups/5357132002/
https://www.gofundme.com/f/yorktown-for-justice-drive-in-movie-night
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LB769tFCZe4
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