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By now, you know that Yorktown for Justice’s drive-in screening 
of Ava DuVernay’s documentary didn’t happen.  And then you 
probably also know the sequence of events around that, but we’ll 
repeat them for the people in the back.  Our first venue, the JV 
mall, pulled out a few weeks before the screening.  We were told 
by  our  (lovely  and  very  apologetic)  contact  at  the  mall,  the 
woman who oversees  community  programs,  that  the VP who 
was supposed to sign our contract instead flagged and rejected 
it, putting the kibosh on the screening of 13th at the Jefferson 
Valley mall.  It wasn’t, we were told, a “family-friendly” movie, 
which were the only ones the mall’s corporate headquarters were 
permitted to screen, as per the contracts with the many mall 
tenants they have, not only in Yorktown, but across the country.  
(The film, being a documentary, is actually unrated, and we were 
a little prickled that other scheduled screenings included that 
perennial favorite Dirty Dancing) (It’s called “dirty”...)  But still, 
we were told:  any of the tenants who didn’t want the film to be 
screened  could,  hypothetically,  sue  the  mall  for  violating  the 
contract.   People could complain.   People *did* complain,  we 
were told:  they called up the mall and demanded that the film 
not be screened there.  

1

Quote of the Month 

Guest Column! 

Nature Deserves Justice
By: Jennie Sunshine 

 It is clear how we got here. When fear and 
pain and suffering are meshed and mixed 
with bad decisions and circumstance as live 
animals are packed tightly into crates, 
plucked from nature by either greedy hands or 
the hands of people that feel like they 
haven’t a choice, this is how we got here. The 
Wuhan wet market is one of the cruelest 
places on Earth. This is where pangolins, rabbits, 
peacocks, swans, kangaroos, bats and 
more find they are no longer in nature, but in the 
hands of hungry, humans. And I mean 
“hungry” in all the ways it can be meant. But isn’t 
it interesting…how removing the animals from 
their habitats, their nature, may very well be what 
caused Covid-19 – to form - to mutate and 
spread. Nature has been wronged. Surely, we as 
humans, can find other things to eat and other 
ways to make a living. If we wanted to preserve 
habitat, if this was a chief tenet of our moral 
compass, surely, we would and could find a way. 
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At the mall’s request, we had already purchased event insurance, 
we had already secured the AV company to provide the tech, and 
had given them the $500 deposit they needed to hold the date, we 
had already raised and spent funds that were crowd sourced from 
the community, $20 at a time.  We already had registrants.  It was 
discouraging  but  hey,  it  happens.   So  next  we  tried  houses  of 
worship.  At first it seemed hopeful, then not so much.   We were 
now  a  week  out  from  the  event,  and  turned  to  the  town 
supervisor for help, which he provided immediately, hooking us 
up with the Northern Westchester Executive Business offices on 
Strang Blvd; they, in turn, agreed to host us right away.  Now we 
had our venue, we had the annoying lighting logistics taken care 
of,  the  rental  portapotty  drop-off  time  and  location,  we  knew 
where the food trucks were going and how we would position 50 
cars  for  optimal  Covid-safety  and viewing.  Our event  was  sold 
out.    

Our  event  was  also  still  controversial.   It  seems  that  some 
community members in Yorktown were calling up each potential 
host we approached to demand that they now allow us to screen 
this film in their parking lots.  Some called the town supervisor 
directly,  screaming about  the film screening “as  if  their  houses 
were on fire.”

And you know what?  If their houses, by metaphor, are universally 
supported  beliefs  that  all  lives  already  really  *do*  matter  right 
now,  their  houses  ARE  on  fire.   Lots  of  people,  previously 
apathetic,  have  started  to  consider  a  very  uncomfortable  idea:  
that  you  can  be  a  good,  moral  person,  you  can  think 
discrimination is  wrong and stand against  it,  we can have laws 
outlawing discrimination,  but you might still  live in a  different 
America  than  George  Floyd,  than  Breanna  Taylor,  than  Tamir 
Rice.   Your  house  is  on  fire  if  your  house  is  the  belief  that 
everyone is  already treated the same,  from soup to nuts,  from 
police stops to mortgages, from school district to school district.  
Your house is on fire if you thought Yorktown was not going to be 
involved or dragged into the messy business of race and racism in 
America. Your house is on fire if and only if.  But you know what 
else too? We don’t see fire.  We see blueprints to create a more 
just America, a more just society, a more just Yorktown.   We see 
blueprints.  We don’t see fire.

xo Rachel & Marisa 
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 In suburbia, in the United States, far from the 
mess of Wuhan, we grieve. We grieve for all the 
animals trafficked and the people that find 
themselves having to work in such a place. We 
also grieve for ourselves. The time we cannot get 
back. The family we cannot see. The adventures 
that were cancelled. The dreams on hold. The 
lives we lost. The joy that is hard to find. But 
nature is always there – waiting, so forgiving. 
Nature is still there for us, after all we have done 
to her.   
 Over the last seven months, when we found 
ourselves swallowed by a forest trail as nature 
protected us and held our feet firm as we walked 
along the path flanked by the Hudson River, our 
souls spilled with gratitude. As we stood along 
the shore of the Connecticut beach, as the waves 
made our shoes wet and the sea gulls skipped 
on the sand nearby, we felt calm and whole. We 
saw a prayer in all the things that flutter and buzz. 
We were blanketed by the sun, the wind, the 
clouds, the grass and earth. Nature was there to 
welcome us, to care for us, to heal us.  
 I read a biography of Ms. Harriet Tubman over 
the recent summer months. Ms. Harriet Tubman, 
the magnificent soul who walked her own way 
out of slavery from Maryland to New York and 
Canada through the back woods and creeks. Ms. 
Harriet Tubman then went back 13 times to free 
more slaves as the “conductor” on the 
Underground Railroad. It was nature that 
shielded and kept her and her passengers safe. 
Yes, there were safe houses and good people 
who helped too and the darkness of night that 
offered sanctuary, but it was also the tall grass, 
the waters, the forests and fields. Not too many 
things were there for Ms. Harriet Tubman in her 
life, but nature was always there.  
 And so I think that it is time for us to make the 
connection; to see ourselves in the circle. It is 
time for us to want to do better for the nature that 
has helped to make us better. It is our turn now to 
protect and keep her safe - so that we can assure 
our future will still contain beauty and joy, more 
justice for all and the dragonfly’s dance in our 
grandchildren’s eyes. I think Ms. Harriet Tubman 
would agree with me. 
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Government Affairs 
Yorktown assembled its task force mandated by NYS EO 203 and has begun meeting. The Yorktown Coalition on 
Community Safety and Engagement is tasked with assessment and evaluation of YPD and compliance with the 
executive order.  Guidance can be found from the governor here. Information from the town about contributing to 
the listening sessions is here, and you can email anonymous stories to CCSE@YorktownNY.org to be shared with 
the coalition.  The purpose of this coalition is to ensure that department policies prevent implicit and unconscious 
bias, and potential deadly use of force.  The community is supposed to be engaged in this process, so please do get 
involved.  

All  municipalities  are  supposed to be inviting community members  to give input and Westchester  County has 
assembled a citizens coalition with information for all local towns, cities, and villages to use. Westchester County for 
Police Reform is an excellent resource and the budget dashboard is a really interesting tool to play around with.  
Explore it here. The image below illustrates Yorktown’s municipal expenditures. 

In other local government news, 
the  town  has  started  a  new 
board for Culture & Arts led by 
YCC President Sergio Esposito.  
We are  pleased  that  extremely 
qualified  residents  and  YFJ 
members  have  applied  to  serve 
on this board; they have not yet 
heard  back .   If  you  a re 
interested  in  serving  on  this 
board, please email your resume 
to  the  town  supervisor.   This 
board can enrich the culture of 
Yorktown,  and  offer  town-run 
events  that  are  sorely  needed.  
Let’s have a say in it’s direction! 

YCSD/LCSD School District Support 
The  Yorktown  for  Racial  Justice  Student  and  Alumni  coalition  has  continued  to  follow  up  with  the  YCSD 
administration and in a recent meeting, students were assured that promising changes were already underway.  The 
district task force has been meeting and discussing review of practices and frameworks, and expanding empathy 
initiatives. Third party unconscious bias training will be mandatory, examining gendered and cultured language and 
practices.  The admin will attempt to diversify the teaching staff by expanding recruitment pools. The district will 
examine  curriculum and  enhance  materials  where  needed.   If  you  have  any  suggestions  for  library  materials, 
curriculum resources, or anything else please send information to racialjusticeYCSD@gmail.com.  If you’d like to 
contribute  your  story  about  a  YCSD  experience  please  share  here.  Check  out  their  website:  https://
ycsd4justice.carrd.co/

We would love to hear from and support Lakeland students and alumni who are working on or would like to create 
structural changes within LCD.  Please email Marisa Ragonese at yorktownforjustice@gmail.com.   

3

https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/no-203-new-york-state-police-reform-and-reinvention-collaborative
https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/governor.ny.gov/files/atoms/files/Police_Reform_Workbook81720.pdf
https://www.yorktownny.org/yorktown-coalition-community-safety-and-engagement
mailto:CCSE@YorktownNY.org
https://policereformny.wordpress.com
https://policereformny.wordpress.com
https://public.tableau.com/profile/kathy.kaufman#!/vizhome/Welcome-Navmenu/MainMenu
mailto:racialjusticeYCSD@gmail.com
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfbdVhQm_ZkASInPHNre2O9W9Fhqesc_Am_OfNsE1vy0xfe3g/viewform
https://ycsd4justice.carrd.co/
https://ycsd4justice.carrd.co/
mailto:yorktownforjustice@gmail.com
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Community, Culture & Arts
This past month has been a tumultuous one for our committee.  We were so 
excited  to  offer  our  first  free  and  educational  event:  a  covid-safe  drive-in 
screening of the documentary film 13th. “13th” is such a film of our times and, we 
feel, presents necessary information about and a compelling picture of race and 
power in American society. If you didn’t watch it, please still do! It’s on Netflix 
and YouTube. Although we weren’t able to do a public screening, YFJ hosted a 
group discussion on October 22 at 7pm, which was moderated by Patricia Sullivan 
Rothberg,  and  featured  panelists  Joanne  Dunn  (with  the  Westchester  Youth 
Shelter Program) and Renee Fogarty (from Bedford Women’s Corrections). This 
discussion was recorded and available for viewing here. 

In partnership with the Yorktown Small 
Business  Association,  YFJ  will  be  co-hosting  a  fundraising  event  this 
Sunday at Triangle Barbershop.  Triangle Barber Shop, Daks Armstrong 
found, is committed to inclusion; they have staff that can cut all hair types 
and textures.  (All barber shops don’t.) Men in Yorktown with coarser hair 
types don’t have to leave town to get their hair cut!  At the event, we will 
be collecting donations of $20 from community members (more if  you 
can, less if you can’t),.  One $20 donation will provide a voucher passed 
along  to  a  child  in  need  of  a  helping  hand  for  a  haircut.   St.  Mary’s 
Community Food Pantry will be the recipients of the vouchers.  We hope 
to partner with St. Mary’s and the YSBA for future events! 

Lastly, we will soon begin planning an exciting and arts immersive winter 
event  involving  a  driven  scavenger  hunt  throughout  Yorktown.   If  you 
want to get involved in helping to plan this event (and it’s  going to be 
SUPER  fun  to  p lan ! ) ,  contact  our  a r t s  committee  a t 
yfjcommunity4arts@gmail.com.
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Save The Date! 

YFJ General Meeting  

November 9th, 7-8:30pm 

RSVP to receive the zoom link: https://forms.gle/
1mGKho8dY2vFXs9e8

Want to get involved? Work on a project? Meet 
other progressive folx in Yorktown? Write a 

guest column? Submit an activist to highlight? 
Join us!  

Email: YorktownForJustice@gmail.com 

Twitter: @ForYorktown 

Instagram: Yorktown_For_Justice 

YouTube: Yorktown For Justice  

mailto:YorktownForJustice@gmail.com
https://forms.gle/1mGKho8dY2vFXs9e8
https://forms.gle/1mGKho8dY2vFXs9e8
https://forms.gle/1mGKho8dY2vFXs9e8
mailto:YorktownForJustice@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=krfcq5pF8u8&t=99s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aQHKhoTsWXc&feature=youtu.be
mailto:yfjcommunity4arts@gmail.com
https://forms.gle/1mGKho8dY2vFXs9e8
https://forms.gle/1mGKho8dY2vFXs9e8
https://forms.gle/1mGKho8dY2vFXs9e8
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