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At a recent Yorktown Town Board meeting, we heard concerns 
from the board and supervisor that some folks in Yorktown have an 
outside agenda to carry out in the name of being part of an 
EO-203 civilian committee. We couldn’t help but feel that they 
were referring to us and the rest of YFJ.  EO-203 is Governor 
Cuomo’s executive order calling for widespread police reform 
throughout NY state to ensure that racism is not having a disparate 
impact on citizens.  A crucial piece of that reform is carving out 
space for community members to bring any concerns about bias in 
policing to independent reviewers.  We’ve made it clear to our 
town government since the announcement that members of our 
growing movement would love to be involved.   

We've found that Yorktown is a good community with friendly and 
supportive residents; we feel pretty good about life here. And we 
*are* aware of our local context, and the ways that it differs from, 
say, NYC, or Seattle, or Portland.   We don’t believe we are having 
the same policing problems that are plaguing some of the larger, 
urban communities in the US. But, for better or for worse, Yorktown 
just does not exist in a vacuum.  For better or worse, our four 
corners are situated within a wider context, both geographically 
and culturally.  In that wider context, there is a profound injustice 
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Ask An Activist 

• Do you ever feel like giving up? 
Does it ever feel useless, like it isn’t 
going to work?  

• Yup. I’ve learned that sometimes you 
have to step away for a little bit.  
Feed your soul.  Go to a dog park.  
Watch an old movie with all of the 
snacks.  Read your favorite book for 
the 20th t ime— the one that 
immerses you in the kind of world 
you want to live in. (My personal 
favorite, along those l ines, is 
“Woman on the Edge of Time” by 
Marge Piercy.) And then I come 
back, dust off,  and keep going. 
Others blaze while I stagnate 
sometimes. It balances out. Your 
steps forward are mine too.  We’re 
here, together, for the long haul, 
even when I can’t see you and you 
can’t see me. Social change takes 
time and significant effort, and it is a 
process- not a one-time goal.   

YFJ Merch  

Profits generated from YFJ fundraising 
will go to support local efforts for 
inclusive arts and cultural events. Our 
Custom Ink T-Shirt fundraiser closed 
successfully with a profit of $580.  WiFi 
Wednesday profits totaled $90 which 
w i l l b e d o n a t e d t o Pe e k s k i l l ’s 
Te c h n o l o g y E q u i t y C o m m u n i t y 
Coalition. T-Shirts will be in Oct 1.  
Current Active Fundraiser:  LoveStruck 
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https://www.lovestruckcreations.com/shop/personalization
https://www.lovestruckcreations.com/shop/personalization
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that is not just about who is policed and how, but who is regarded 
as a full human being, with all the rights and privileges- and all of 
the little kindnesses- that that entails. Isn't making sure that all of 
these little kindnesses will be extended to everyone in every town, 
including our town— isn’t that the good and right thing to do? Isn't 
this super far away from a "political agenda"?  We believe strongly 
that we need a proactive approach to making sure everyone  feels 
safe and whole in our community.   
Yorktown For Justice has a deep seated moral obligation to justice.  
Our alliance is to justice.  The Town, YPD, Yorktown for Justice, and 
all residents have a shared agenda: to make our community 
equitable and safe for all.  Don’t we?  

xo Rachel and Marisa  

YCSD/LCSD School District Support 
School districts have been busy figuring out re-opening plans and 
we appreciate and applaud all efforts to ensure safety and 
educational equity for staff and students.  A meeting between The 
Yorktown Task Force and the Alumni Coalition and YFJ 
representatives will be scheduled for late September.  If you are 
interesting in learning more about being a parent advocate or have 
ideas to share, reach out! We’re especially interested in hearing 
from students in YSD and LCSD. 

Task Force 
YFJ has formally requested to join the Town Board and the 
Yorktown Police Department in fulfillment of NYS Executive Order 
203, which mandates all municipalities to examine their policies 
and procedures as they pertain to use of force policies and implicit 
bias trainings.  Compliance is required to maintain state funding.  
Yorktown Police Department is an accredited department and 
maintains high levels of professionalism.  Many NYS police 
departments are accredited and the list can be found HERE. 
According to the Westchester Coalition for Police Reform meeting, 
the following accredited municipalities have begun their task 
forces: White Plains, Greenburgh, Dobbs Ferry and Westchester 
County. We’d like to join that list ASAP. 
And oh!  We also have highly qualified residents willing to serve, 
on a volunteer basis, on the Arts and Culture Commission with the 
Town Government.  If *you* are interested in volunteering on any 
local town boards, we’d love to help you figure out the process! 
The Housing Board has recently listed an affordable home on the 
market.  They are looking for new members to join their team in 
advocating for more affordable homes in Yorktown.  Contact YFJ at 
yorktownforjustice@gmail.com to learn more about serving in local 
gov.  
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Activist Spotlight: 
Rabbi Robert Weiner 

Rabbi Robert Weiner currently serves as 
the spiritual leader of Temple Beth Am in 
Yorktown Heights. He holds dual Masters 
degrees in Social Work and Jewish 
Communal Service from the University of 
Michigan. Rabbi Weiner conducted his 
rabbinic studies at Hebrew Union 
College-Jewish Institute of Religion at 
their Israel, Los Angeles and New York 
Campus and resides in Yorktown with his 
family.  Amid a rising tide of anti-Semitic 
events in the United States, and in the 
Town of Yorktown. It's important to know 
our local Rabbi understands we have 
work to do in creating relationships with 
others in our community. Rabbi Robert 
Weiner said recently, “We can see there is 
hatred, but we can all work together to 
work and fight against it”. As one of 
Yorktown’s religious leaders he is tackling 
racial injustice from the pulpit.  
- Wendy Frank  

Rabbi Robbie Weiner is the spiritual 
leader of Temple Beth Am, a warm and 
welcoming inclusive religious community.  
With a background in social work, as well 
as theology, he has been a steadfast 
proponent of social justice.  He originated 
the idea of the Race & Faith series 
presented last year at three local houses 
of worship as a joint effort between the 
Yorktown Interfaith Council and Race 
Amity of Northern Westchester & Putnam.  
He resides with his family in Yorktown. 
- Judyth Gladstein Powers Stavans  

Send us a nomination and 
a blurb for next month!  

https://www.criminaljustice.ny.gov/ops/accred/accredited-agencies.htm
mailto:yorktownforjustice@gmail.com
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Community Events and Arts Outreach 
Our GoFundMe campaign has raised $1,487 which covers the cost estimated 
to host a drive-in movie screening of Ava Duvernay’s acclaimed documentary 
“13th.” The film explores the intersection of race, justice, and mass 
incarceration in the United States, focusing on the relationship between the 
13th amendment and the prison pipeline. We believe this screening will open 
a local dialogue that engages our community in a vital national conversation 

about justice and power in the US. Yorktown for Justice is so totally excited to bring this opportunity to our 
town.  Education is the foundation of social change.  

YFJ is in the process of finding an alternative venue.  
  
Screening Date: Tentatively 10/3/20 
Location: TBA ASAP 

Quotes of the Month  

                          

Designed by: DearDarlingDesignStudio                                                                               By: Paul Oberschneider 

How to Find Us 
Follow us on Instagram at Yorktown_For_Justice  
Like our Facebook Page at Yorktown For Justice 

Join our Facebook Group at Yorktown For Justice  
E-mail us at yorktownforjustice@gmail.com 

Tweet us at @ForYorktown
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This edition is dedicated to the life and legacy of the formidable RBG.  What women couldn't do before Ruth Bader 
Ginsberg fought her way to the Supreme Court bench is kind of astounding from the vantage point of 2020. Women were 
very much at the mercy of men- for credit, birth control, to inherit property, and more: second class citizens. Long before she 
ascended to the Supreme Court  in 1993, she crafted strategic arguments to illuminate sex discrimination before there was a 
language for it.  She was a visionary who helped everyone else see the illegality and immorality of sexism too. She out-
maneuvered patriarchy and male-supremacy.  She brought all of us along with her.  

Let’s be like her. 
Let’s be like us.

mailto:yorktownforjustice@gmail.com
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